Georgia Southern University Sustainability Fee Proposal – Botanic Garden
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Date: August 1, 2017
Name: Carolyn Altman, Director
Unit: Botanic Garden at Georgia Southern University
caltman@georgiasouthern.edu
Phone: 912-478-7816
Project title: GROW ZONE at the Botanic Garden: Building a plantastic place for
everybody to learn how to grow just about everything.
7. Amount granted: $13,000
8. Amount spent: $13,000

I.

Project Outcomes/Value

Project timeline:
The Grow Zone is well underway, and the elements currently in place are already attracting
students and the public. The new nursery has been constructed, and the greenhouse is open to the
public. Visitors regularly wander through both. Fences have been built to define the space and
guide visitors. The remaining features, including the Edibles Arbor, vegetable beds, and green
walls went through an evolutionary design process, and are now under construction (see Below)
These elements are slightly behind the proposed time frame, due to the construction of a new
permeable parking lot, which required the student workers who were building the Grow Zone to
shift their efforts to preparing the parking lot area so year-end funds would not be lost. The
Garden has a small staff, and this limits the speed at which it can accomplish its significant
projects.
The interpretive elements of the project were undertaken by a talented student intern, and have for
the most part been completed (see Below) It was decided that final production should wait until
the infrastructure of the Zone was fully completed so the signage could all be ordered at the same
time, thereby keeping costs down. The Garden will fully cover the costs of this production.
All materials have been purchased, as per the grant, and all funds have been expended.
Public engagement with the Grow Zone has already begun. People wander through regularly, and
a number of educational events have taken place there, including the class funded by this grant.
The construction of the project will be complete by December 31, 2017, with interpretive signage
to be installed during Spring 2018.

Project Outcomes:
The goals of this project were :
1. To help students and the public overcome plant blindness and become excited by the variety of
plants and their roles by giving people the opportunity to see, touch, smell and sometimes even
taste a range of appropriate plants grown in an exemplary horticulture environment .
To achieve this goal the Garden proposed constructing the Grow Zone, an outstanding nursery,
garden, and greenhouse complex open to the public, which will empower students and the public
to grow their own plants, whether in a patio pot or in a full home landscape by showcasing
appropriate plant species and demonstrating simple ways of growing them. To achieve this goal,
the Garden is offering planting, propagating, and care exhibits and a yearly class in vegetable and
ornamental growing practices.
Project Outcome: An estimated 30 people per week explore the Grow Zone, even in the daunting
heat of summer. Garden Manager Josh Jones and other staff regularly provide horticultural
information to these visitors, and use the Zone as a source of examples of plants and horticultural
techniques. In addition, in the spring of 2017, Manager Jones provided a vegetable gardening
workshop for GSU students. The workshop was attended by 8 students. Many more educational
events will be held in the Grow Zone in the future, including the ever-popular Children’s
Learning Garden, which is taught by GSU students.
2. To encourage students and the public to employ sustainable practices in their home growing
environments by providing examples of proper irrigation, green roofs, soil management, and
more.
To achieve this goal: Build an Edibles Arbor, a green roof, and green wall, and install
sustainable, water-saving irrigation throughout the nursery.
Project Outcome: Irrigation has been installed and interpretive signage is underway. The Edibles
Arbor construction is underway, and the green walls are under design. Some interpretive
information has been developed, and the rest will be designed once the Grow Zone is built and it
becomes apparent where and what sort of signage will be most appropriate. Impact on visitors
will be assessed once elements are complete.
3. To add to the Garden’s value as a regional sustainability and horticultural resource.
To achieve this goal: Unify horticultural elements of the Garden into a well-designed,
purpose-built, attractive Horticultural Zone.
Project Outcome: The Grow Zone is an ambitious project that creates a major physical feature in
the Garden, and is nearly complete. Interpretive signage is under development, and will be

installed by March, 2018, the beginning of the gardening season. Effectiveness will be assessed
during the spring. This project, which provides a significant new feature, will be available for
Garden visitors for now and the future.
Sustainability Improvements
The construction and interpretation of the Grow Zone has invested in the future of horticulture in our area
for years to come. The facility is rapidly becoming a major feature of the Garden, which is growing as a
whole in regional significance, serving over 45,000 people, including over 1,000 students, each year. This
project allowed for a substantial infrastructure devoted to horticulture for students and visitors alike, and
its impact will increase as its innovative structure and unique public access allows for new approaches to
horticultural education. Once the project is complete, the Garden is looking forward to measuring visitor
feedback and gaining ideas for further development from the thousands of visitors who enjoy it each year.
Outreach: The Garden publicized the Grow Zone and the Sustainability fee grant through its newsletter
and through announcements at public events, such as the Garden’s Lunch and Learn series. Once the
project is complete, there will be a ceremony celebrating its opening at a Garden event, either a plant sale
or festival. In addition, when the project is complete, information will be released to the media, including
the sustainability network on campus, the Georgeanne, MyNews and other campus venues.
Budget report:
All funds were expended as follows, and all materials except for interpretive signage were purchased.
The funds allocated for interpretive signage were absorbed by the construction materials for the Grow
Zone. The Garden will cover entire cost of interpretive signage, which will most likely reach $2500,
rather than the original $200.
Item
Lumber, posts, concrete for nursery fence
Fence mesh for nursery fence
Weed barrier cloth
Shade cloth for greenhouse, shade area
Irrigation supplies
Nursery tables
Edibles Arbor
Lumber for vegetable garden
Materials for permanent green roof exhibit
Materials for permanent green wall exhibit
Interpretive signage
TOTAL REQUEST

II. Student and Community Impact

Supplier
Lowes
Tractor Supply ($200/100ftX3)
Greenhouse Megastore
Greenhouse Megastore
Greenhouse Megastore
Greenhouse Megastore (8X$300)
Est. based on similar arbor
previously constructed at Garden
Lowes
Lowes (pond liner, mat, plants)
Lowes (pond liner, mat, plants)
Printing

Total
$ 1,750.00
$
600.00
$
600.00
$
500.00
$ 1,000.00
$ 2,400.00
$ 5,000.00
$
500.00
$
300.00
$
150.00
$
200.00
$ 13,000.00

#undergraduates employed by the grant, and length of employment: 5 undergraduate
students X 10 hours/week X15 weeks = 750 hours
# graduate students= 0
#volunteers involved in the project, including total # volunteer hours
3 volunteers X4 hours/week X 10= 40
NOTE: These numbers reflect only the involvement of people in the construction of the Grow
Zone. The Undergraduates, Graduate students, and volunteers will use the Grow Zone in an
extensive and ongoing way for thousands of Garden visitors each year.
Grant Leverage
Presentations given on grant work:
Oleander District of the Georgia Garden Club ($1,000 unexpected donation made to Garden as a
result.), March, 2017
Downtown Rotary Club of Statesboro June, 2017
4 Lunch and Learn Events at Garden, Fall 2016 and Spring 2017
2 Plant Sales/member party tours Fall 2016 and 2017
4 potential donor tours Spring 2017
Grants leveraged:
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust Grant ($25,000)
Project Abstract:
This Botanic Garden’s Grow Zone, funded in part by Campus Sustainability fees, is an engaging, fully
interpreted “how to grow anything” zone through which students and visitors can wander and learn how
to grow vegetables, shrubs, trees, annuals and perennials. The Grow Zone includes a newly designed
nursery, vegetable garden, and reclaimed greenhouse relocated to the site. The Zone showcases
ecologically creative features, such as green walls, a green roof on an Edibles Arbor, efficient irrigation
and raised beds accessible to people of all physical abilities. All elements of the Zone are open to
students and the public, and as visitors wander through, they can enjoy demonstrations and explanations
of how to “grow at home,” whether home is a dorm room, apartment, or house. They will also learn basic
ecological concepts and their application to daily living, such as the water cycle and water-wise irrigation,
plant biology and propagation, trees and tree planting, and more.

Students constructing Grow Zone

Grow Zone irrigation

South view of Grow Zone, with Nursery in background, greenhouse to the right, and and main support
structures for future vegetable garden, edibles arbor, and green walls to the left.

View to North of Grow Zone, with foundation structure of irrigated vegetable garden with
sample bed, nursery to the left and in background, greenhouse and shade house in distance.

Student Aaron Todd watering in Grow Zone nursery, with ground cloth, shade cloth, shade
house, nursery tables, and irrigation at work.

Concept for Grow Zone, with schoolhouse (orange, left) Greenhouse (orange, right); edibles
arbor (yellow) and vegetable garden beds (green) Nursery is delineated white space around
greenhouse.

Interpretive signs for Grow Zone

Interpretive signs for Grow Zone

